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The resistant bacteria that we most commonly find on cultures from d0§S and cats include: Methicillin-Resistant Stgph
pseudm(tl;armednﬂsiélé%SP), Methicillin-Resistant Staph schleiferi (MRSS), and rarely human Methicillin-Resistant Staph
aureus (human y

Infection caused by such a bacteria is likely to be unresponsive to most “everyday” antibiotics, and a bacterial culture will
be necessary to idéntify the type of bacteria present and to help determine which ‘antibiotic will help to resolve the infection.

Please read the following very carefully: . . ;
I. Until culture resulfs are known and un%il the infection is ultimately treated and resolved please isolate your pet as much

as possible. In particular there should not be contact with people of pets that have a weakened immune system as a result
of medica] conditions or treatments. If contact cannot be avoided then ;?eople should wear gloves, and hands should be
waa}_stb:dl z?rf})%na(\%igg% antiseptic hand gels). Sustained and close contact (such as sleeping with your pet) should in
particu .

2. In most instances MRSP or MRSS (which we see more commeonly than MRSA) will not affect healthy people or pets,
If a pet has this bacteria then it likely has an underlying condition that has made it more prone to secondary infection. Skin
al]er%l_es and skin parasites are the more common prlmar% problems for pets, but other diseases may also predispose to
infection. We must address and control the primary problem so the infection is less apt to recur,

3. Rarely MRSA is cultured from pets. If it’s cultured from your pet, it will be important for your entire family to see your
family physician. In most instances pets that have a MRSA infection acquired the bacteria from one or more individuals in
the home 'who may not be showing ahy symptoms.

4. Where did this come from? In most instances we do not know. There are likely to be multiple factors. Previous
antibiotic treatments may play a role in the development of resistant bacteria, especially if the infection is not treated for a
sufficient period of time or with an_effective dose. Alwayrs follow E/our doctor’s instriictions and complete the entire course
of antibiotics that have been prescribed for an infection. Treatment for the current infection will continue until infection

has been resolved for at least 2 weeks (total course may be 4-8+ weeks).

5. If possible, wear gloves and wash your %et DAILY with a chlorhexidine-based shampoo following the labeled
instructions carefully. This is not a job to be delegated (esp. to children). Effective shamc{)oomg is critical, and the lather
should be allowed to remain on for 3-10 minutes before rinsing well. Protect the eyes and ears.” Wash towels atterwards
with bleach. Clean the tub afterwards with a disinfecting cleanser. _Clipping the Tur may be very helpful. Pets should
remain clean and dry between shampoos. N%Jlon collars, leashes, and toy should be washéd at least weekly with the pet’s
chlorhexidine based shampoo as well. Leather collars should be discarded. Bedding should be washed weekly in hot
water. Food and water bowls should be washed at least weekly with dish detergent.

6. A topical spray made from the injectable antibiotic Amikacin may be recommended. If so apply the s%ir.a lightly to
infected areas every 12 hours (the area doesn’t need to be dripping we;?._ Prevent licking of the area until it"has'dried. A T-
shirt or Elizabethan collar may help to prevent licking of the spray until it is dry.

7. Antibiotics that may need to be considered to resolve the infection: . .

A. Clindamycin or potentiated-sulfa antibiotics (i.e. Primor). When receiving these please make sure that fresh water is
always available, and if you notice any eye discomfort or a change in the nature of the tears (i.e. suddenly thick and
stlcky)lfhe,n stop the medication and call” = | . . .

B. Chloraniphenicol tablets. This 1s an oral antibiotic that is uncommonly used in dogs and cats. It’s rarel%lused, in
humans because of the potential for severe reactions. In fact humans should wear gloves even when handling the
tablets to prevent even a small amount from being absorbed tlu-ougt,h contact with the skin. Blood tests may be
recommended BEFORE treatment and weekly DURING treatment in some cases to monitor for possible pfoblems.

. Make sure that fresh water is always avajlable. . : :

C. Rifampin or Rifidin capsules. This is a rarely used human antibiotic taken by mouth. If it’s prescribed for

¥r0m pet we’ll need to perform liver tests BEFORE treatment and af least weekly (twice weel_(l%better) DURING
eatment. Even with close monitoring there could be serious reactions in some’cases., If this'hag been prescribed,

and if you see poor appetite, upset stomach, or weight loss you must stop this medication and call. Make sure that

fresh water is always available, | ) . ) ) . ]

D. Doxycycline capsules or tablets, If this is prescribed we’ll have to make sure it’s given with a little food. In fact it’s
hel%ful for a little food to follow the medication so we're certain that it was comf)]etely swallowed (and not stuck

in the throat where it could cause problems). Fresh water should always be available. . I

E. Amikacin INJECTIONS. If this js prescribed we may show you how to administer injections of this antibiotic on a
daily basis. Because this antibiotic may affect kidney furiction in some patients we’ll nged to perform kidney
function tests and routine urmal¥51s BEFORE treatmient and at least weekly (twice weekly better) DURING
treatment. Fresh water should always be available. -

8. Communication will be critical, Don’t allow prescriptions to run out prior to your next appointment or your next
telephone progress report.

If you have questions, please ask at your next appointment. ©2012. All rights reserved.



